
Rise of the planet of the apes

To start, let me say that I am a huge fan of the original planet of the apes. Charlton Heston was basically a hero to me as he screamed out that line about the dirty apes that ruined his planet. That was made over four decade ago and now we find ourselves staring at what is possibly another reboot. Personally, I’m not a fan of remaking movies that were good back in the day and surely not a fan of making prequels to them. Now, imagine my surprise as I sat down and was mesmerized by this film! Rise of The Planet of the Apes gives insight into the events that transpired in the recent 2001 remake  but it does that what that movie couldn’t. It was good. James Franco plays  a scientist trying to discover the cure for Alzheimer’s so that his father (John Lithgow) will become able to function again. He, of course, experiments on the lab monkeys at his facility and it just happens that the side effect of his drug gave them enhanced cognitive abilities. One of the monkeys under his control gave birth to a son and this son would soon give rise to a revolution of apes (see what I did there?). And that was just a summary, this movie puts so much thought into the idea of human rights vs. animal rights that I was astounded. Simply put, this is a must buy for anyone who loved the original.  4/5

Super 8

Abrams. Spielberg. What do these two have in common? They are literally the leaders in Sci Fi film and culture and they just happened to create the masterpiece Super 8. A masterpiece? Yes, in all factors, this is their lovechild. Perhaps it wasn’t the highest reviewed movie but it should have been. The movie itself features no one of too much notice, however the feel of it reminded me of Close Encounters of the Third Kind mixed with the classic creature feature feel of the Wolfman. It’s not just the acting in the movie, but the fact that it actually looks good. Even regular scenes such as where the family is having breakfast are captured so well that I got chills as the misunderstood son and in denial father had a moment about the deceased mother. Simply beautiful. Perhaps, the biggest draw for me was the ending. I won’t say what happens, but this is the first time in a long time where a true lesson is being taught to the audience and conveyed perfectly. Put another way, this film is a throwback to 1970s film making and does it more justice than people give it credit. Definitely a must watch. It’s already on shelves and would make even the most avid film snobs jump for joy.   4.5/5

Cowboys and aliens

Let me preface this; for those of you who didn’t know this, this movie is based off of a graphic novel written by Fred Van Lente published in 2006. Now that that’s out of the way, this is, in all aspects, a western. The movie follows the traditional aspect of Clint Eastwood westerns where a stranger (Daniel Craig) comes to town and turns the whole place upside down. Soon after the stranger is introduced, a new more terrifying force in the form of high powered aliens in spaceships arrive and rock the old west town to its foundation. A few women from the town get kidnapped and so the boys round up a posse and head on out to battle their, obviously, superior enemies. What transpires from here on is a sci-fi western action ride that doesn’t seem to ever end. But does this formula work? Yes, I will tell you right now that yes it absolutely works. At first I wasn’t too into it, but after 20 minutes in, I wanted to run out the theater, jump on my horse and shoot my 6 shooter into the sky. It’s not so much a “good” movie, but it’s definitely a guy movie. There’s explosions, gunfights, aliens, bare fist brawling, hot babes, and it’s a western! What else could a guy want in a movie?! That said, this isn’t a timeless classic in any aspect. It’s really just a one time watch and experience so I suggest to try it out as a rental. Just be prepared to possibly have dreams of traveling west in the millennium falcon afterwards. 3/5

30 Minutes or less

Hot off his success in The Social Network, Jesse Eisenberg takes up the roll of slacker pizza boy Nick in this great movie . The film starts off easy enough, with the basic structure of a slacker with a smart, perverted best friend Chet(Aziz Ansari) slacks around and acts like his life is great until an event forces him to change his ways and become a bit better. The twist in this movie, is that the event is two bored guys (Danny Mcbride and Nick Swardson) tie a bomb to his chest and then force him to rob a bank or they blow him to kingdom come. From here on out, the movie roars to a heist comedy with amazing action sequences and hilarious moments delivered by the some of the industry’s best. This movie was released to moderate praise and has since become more of a niche title but don’t let that discourage you from discovering this little piece of film gold.   4/5

Kung Fu Panda 2

I was a huge fan of the original Kung Fu Panda, so let me say that I was extremely excited for this film. Two years after the events in the first movie, we find our lovable Panda Po (Jack black) has risen to his title as dragon warrior. He no longer looks like a slob and the words “can’t” are no longer in his vocabulary. However, his master Shifu (Dustin Hoffman) reveals to him that to truly reach the top of his training, he must achieve inner peace. Shortly after, during a scuffle with some bandits, Po has flashbacks of a time where he was left by what looks to be his mother panda. This causes him to question his father about it and his father confesses to him being adopted. Now if searching for his true family as well as mastering inner peace weren’t enough, he also has to contend with a peacock named Shen (Gary Oldman) who is trying to take over china. And that, dear reader, is why this movie is disappointing. Kung Fu Panda 2 does what Spiderman 3 did and just as bad. Trying to fit too much into one movie and doing it incorrectly. If they focused on just one of these then the ride would have been that much more enjoyable. 2/5

Hangover II

The Hangover was widely revered as one of the funniest movies of a few years ago, so of course there were high hopes for its sequel. Now the question that most people ask when it comes to sequels is, was it as good as the first? I can’t honestly answer that question  very well as this is almost identical to the first. The only major difference between the two is the gang has been placed in Thailand for Stu’s (Ed Helms) wedding as they contend with his menacing father in law. They decide to have some drinks on the beach and the next day find themselves in a hotel room with no idea how the heck they got there. Sound familiar? Now, I don’t want to give the wrong idea, this movie is very entertaining just not original. However, at this moment, the formula that was so widely successful in the first film works very well with this set of actors, Zach Galifinakas in particular, and so they didn’t need to change too much to make it better. Simply put, this movie is over the top funny with plenty of surprises around every corner and features a cameo from America’s favorite boxing legend. What else could you ask for?    3.5/5


